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Proximity Effect Strength Distribution (PESD)
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How to enlarge the sample of QSOs
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The Proximity Effect along ~2000 SDSS Quasars
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The evolution of the UV background
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Placing our determinations into context

Modelling the IGM opacity with numerical simulations
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The evolution of the cosmic UV background

¥ The Proximity Effect can be employed to directly determine an
unbiased UV Background photoionisation rate

¥ The UV Background photoionisation rate is constant at 2<z<3.5 and
eventually up to z~4.5

¥ Star-forming galaxies dominate the cosmic photoionisation rate
beyond z~3 and existing surveys may fall short of the measured UV
background for z>4.5
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